2022-2023 Call for Manuscripts: Reading in Virginia 

Theme: Voices from the Field: Literacy Grows Here

Reading in Virginia (RiV) is the peer-reviewed journal of the Virginia State Literacy Association. It publishes articles to support literacy instruction for and by researchers, specialists, and teachers. RiV offers a forum for the exchange of information on current theory, research, and classroom application, as well as to foster connections between literacy teachers, librarians, specialists, and researchers in Virginia and the United States as a whole. We broadly conceptualize literacy to include speaking, listening, reading, writing, and creating within and across grades and disciplines. 

We seek original manuscripts that describe topics, issues, and events of interest to all levels of literacy educators. Possible examples include research reports, teacher action research, classroom applications of literacy research, teaching tips, digital literacy tool use and online engagement, parent involvement in literacy, school-based literacy leadership, as well as literature reviews. This journal is published in a digital format. Manuscripts of varying lengths are accepted. RiV is published annually.

Of particular interest in 2022-23 are two special departments: Teaching Texts and Coaching Connections. Templates to assist manuscript development are included at the end of this announcement. Given the recent shifts and additions to supporting students’ broad literacy development, we believe that many voices and many experiences are needed to fully discuss and share what is happening in the field of literacy, and how we can best grow together. Please consider sharing your classroom and research expertise with colleagues in Virginia and beyond!

The fall submission window is now OPEN and manuscripts will be accepted until November 30, 2022. Manuscripts will be peer reviewed in the winter in anticipation of spring publication. 

Author Guidelines: Reading in Virginia
Manuscripts will be evaluated for the following elements:
1. Relevance to the audience (literacy teachers, specialists, librarians, and researchers). 
2. Significance and importance of the topic and treatment.
3. Sufficient grounding in literacy theory and research
Additionally, manuscripts will be evaluated for clarity and organization of writing, appropriate tone for the audience, and overall writing quality, including mechanics. Papers should adhere to American Psychological Association (APA) formatting according to the 7th edition. 

Preparing Your Manuscript: Style and Format
All submissions must be electronic, and Word document format is highly preferred for text, tables, and figures (e.g., docx; .doc). Any submitted artwork may be saved in other appropriate formats (e.g., .pdf, .jpeg, .tiff). Please prepare a blinded manuscript using a 12-pt font (e.g., Times New Roman, Arial, or Calibri) and double-spaced text with one-inch margins. All elements should adhere to APA 7 format, and headings and subheadings are encouraged. 

Submit your blinded manuscript to Dr. Allison Ward Parsons at award12@gmu.edu. In your email, please include your contact information, full names of all authors as they should appear in the journal, and affiliations. If you are a VSLA member, please indicate your local council as well. Note that membership is not a prerequisite for submission and will not affect the review process. 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
Q: What is a blinded manuscript?
A: A blinded manuscript does not contain any references to the author(s) or location in order to ensure anonymous review. 
Q: What is the review process?
A: All manuscripts are first read by the editors for basic adherence to the submission guidelines and overall form and style. Manuscripts that meet the criteria are then sent to at least two members of the Editorial Board or to a guest reviewer for double-blind peer review. This means that reviewers have no knowledge of your identity, and you won’t know theirs either. This ensures a fair, unbiased review. Reviewers evaluate each manuscript on the elements described above and offer constructive comments to help improve the clarity and content. Reviewers usually ask for specific edits and revisions, and this is a normal part of the process. Then the editors review all comments, compile them for the authors, and return the manuscript for revision. Editors will also include a timeline for resubmission. 

When you receive the comments, read them carefully and consider how to address each in your manuscript. Highlight or use tracked changes to make your revisions visible. Return your revised manuscript to the editors (again, .docx or .doc format). Sometimes revisions are sent for another round of peer review by the same reviewers, so don’t ‘unblind’ it yet. The editors will let you know the final decision to accept the manuscript or not. If accepted, you will be asked to unblind as appropriate, and then sit back and wait for publication. 

Q: I recently presented my teaching idea at a VSLA conference or chapter conference. Can I still write about it?
A: YES! In fact, conference presentations often make excellent starting points for articles. Consider any reviewer feedback you received on the conference proposal. Also consider audience feedback and participation during your presentation. Did they have questions about a particular aspect of your content? Did they get really excited about a specific element? Those are places to develop your ideas more. You can use the proposal and any feedback as a starting point since both proposals and manuscripts follow similar outlines. 

Q: Can I write an article with a colleague?
A: Sure! If your article topic is something you have developed with colleagues, it’s usually easiest to write together. Just be sure to blind your work so that your school location and any teacher/student names are kept anonymous. 

Q: Can I use student work samples?
A: If you have student work samples that are vital for your manuscript, be sure to remove all names and identifying information. Pseudonyms are best for any school and classroom examples in order to protect the innocent. Obtaining written permission from the student (if of age) or the students’ family (minors) is important for all samples. 


Reading in Virginia Manuscript Guide
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1f2vQwZzHM9SZXDhNY7Q52kXF0hIxaJwDb_5ZtDrTiXg/edit?usp=sharing

Use this guide as a resource for planning your Reading in Virginia article. Remember that all article manuscripts should follow APA 7 formatting (free resources for this format are embedded below). Upon completion of your manuscript, please submit via email to award12@gmu.edu
	Introduction: Hook your reader! What will you be writing about? Why is it important/relevant in today’s schools? What are a few key pieces of research that support the importance of this topic? 

TIP: End your introduction with a “road map” thesis statement for the reader. What will you be presenting in your article and in what order? 


	Literature/supporting research: In 2-3 paragraphs, describe the research that supports your topic, with a focus on more recent, peer-reviewed studies. What are the key takeaways? How do they affect stakeholders (e.g., students, teachers, administrators)? What does the research say is most effective for literacy development on your selected topic?

TIP: Use APA 7 headers to organize your writing for the reader and ensure a logical flow. See the Purdue Online Writing Lab (OWL) for a free overview of APA 7 formatting and style guides.

TIP: To find literature/supporting research, be sure to consult research databases. If you do not have access to databases, consider exploring Google Scholar https://scholar.google.com
ERIC (tick the boxes for peer-reviewed and full-text available) https://eric.ed.gov/?journals
Research Gate https://www.researchgate.net
or ILA journals such as The Reading Teacher, Journal of Adolescent and Adult Literacy, or Reading Research Quarterly. Many school libraries receive journal issues for teacher reference. 


	Activity Idea/strategy/tip: This is the body of your manuscript. Include a practical, hands-on way to put the research you present into practice. What would it look like in a classroom or group setting? Draw from your experiences to describe the steps to complete the activity with students/teachers.

	

	

	

	

	

	Implications/outcomes: What implications does this piece of literacy research have for students, teachers, and other stakeholders? What outcomes can be expected if this topic is implemented (e.g., What successes would students be able to experience because of this literacy approach? What would teachers expect to see in their classrooms?)


	Conclusion: In about a paragraph, refer to your earlier “road map” thesis statement and be sure that you’ve addressed each of the points you intended to address for your reader. Then, summarize the key takeaways from your article. What do you want your readers to remember?



	References: Include a reference list of any citations or literature you noted above to support your topic. Be sure to use APA 7 reference formatting.




Extra information:  If you have student work samples to illustrate your activity, please remove names/identifying information. Please get permission from the student/parent to share. 


Reading in Virginia Teaching Texts Guidehttps://docs.google.com/document/d/19nwqtD5D9aQyvI_ouCfB0CR_pmXceL2C9dTtHOx2-Bk/edit?usp=sharing

	Grade Level: Open to K-12!

	Text Topic: What discipline (e.g., science, social studies, math) or social-emotional learning topic does this text set support? Identify specific standards connections where applicable.


	Bibliographic Information: What texts do you recommend to fellow teachers?

1. Book Title by ___________. Please provide a brief description of the text.
2. Book Title by ___________. Please provide a brief description of the text.
3. Book Title by ___________. Please provide a brief description of the text.

Provide as many titles to address the topic as you’d like!

	Text Set Teaching Activities: How can other teachers use these texts? What worked for you and your students? What materials and/or prep might these activities require (if any)? What specific questions may teachers want to use to prompt student discussions?

1. Activity - elaborate
2. Activity - elaborate
3. Activity - elaborate

Provide as many activities for this text set topic as you’d like!

	

	

	

	

	

	Wrap-Up: How did this text set and/or these activities work for you? What successes were students able to experience because of this text set? What should teachers take away from this Teaching Texts article?




	References- Include text set bibliographic information and references of any citations you noted above to support your topics and text choices



Reading in Virginia Coaching Connections Guide
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1R_K_kQdAaMEGmywaTKpYFRHC89vzZd6QvVqu1NQXkE0/edit?usp=sharing

	Coaching Connection Topic: What literacy topic is supported (e.g., phonics, fluency, comprehension, persuasive writing, literacy teacher professional learning, etc.)?



	Coaching Challenge: Provide some background. What challenge did you and/or your fellow teachers face on this topic? What was the issue? 




	Tip(s) to address the challenge: How did you address the challenge? What is your advice? What worked for you and your school? If you consulted any research or resources, cite them so others can locate and use them too.

1. Tip - elaborate
2. Tip - elaborate
3. Tip - elaborate

Provide as many tips to address the challenge as you’d like!

	

	

	

	

	

	Wrap-Up: How did these tips work for you? What successes were teachers and/or students able to experience because of these tips? What should literacy specialists and coaches take away from this Coaching Connections article?






	References- Include references of any citations you noted above to support your topics and tips




 
